




THE DANONE INTERNATIONAL PRIZE

FOR NUTRITION

Danone Institute International, a not-for-profit organization, presents the Danone International Prize for
Nutrition with the support of the French “Fondation pour la Recherche Médicale”, every two years.

Conceived to reward excellence, this Prize is given in the spirit of very distinguished scientific prizes to 
recognize individuals or teams that developed novel concepts and advanced frontiers of Nutrition, either by
basic or applied research.

Laureates are chosen after an independent, international and consultative selection procedure that gua-  
rantees transparency and objectivity, and are awarded Euro 120 000 in recognition of published scientific
contributions.

ORGANIZATION AND SELECTION PROCEDURE
The selection procedure of the Danone International Prize for Nutrition has been modelled on the most 
renowned prizes. It comprises a confidential nomination process and selection by an independent Jury.
A Prize Committee ensures the proper conduct of this selection procedure.

THE PRIZE COMMITTEE
The Prize Committee is formed by 8 members, including members from “Danone Institute   
International” and other external experts. It creates the list of members of the Nomination College,
solicits the proposals from the Nomination College and reviews the nominations. Finally, it selects 
the Jury members for each prize.

THE NOMINATION COLLEGE
It comprises representatives of the major institutions responsible for the promotion of nutrition  
research from all over the world.
The role of the nomination college is to propose names of outstanding individuals or 

teams eligible to be awarded the Prize. Each member may propose a maximum of two 
nominees, which should not be from the same institution. Self nominations are not allowed.

THE JURY
It consists of 7 to 9 members :

- one member from the “Fondation pour la Recherche Médicale”,
- members from the Danone Institutes network,
- other referees, appointed by the Prize Committee.

The Jury selects one final winner (by exception 2) among the nominees by a   
secret majority vote. Decisions of the Jury are final.

Previous laureates were :

• Prof. Jeffrey FRIEDMAN
(Rockefeller University and 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute,
USA) in 2007,

• Prof. David BARKER
(University of Southampton,

UK and Oregon Health and 

Science University, USA) in 2005,
• Prof. Ricardo BRESSANI
(INCAP, Guatemala) in 2003,

• Prof.Alfred SOMMER
(John Hopkins University, USA) in 2001,

• Prof. Leif HALLBERG
(University of Göteborg, Sweden) in 1999,

• Prof.Vernon R. YOUNG
(MIT, USA, deceased in 2003) in 1997

THE 2009 PRIZE

The 7th edition of the Danone International Prize for Nutrition will be awarded to a single researcher or 
a research team, who developed a novel concept in nutrition and advanced the frontiers in nutrition, in 
one or several of the following fields :

•    The impact of human nutrition on identification, diagnosis, epidemiology, risk factors, prevention 
and/or treatment of related diseases

•    The impact of functional foods or food components improving health and well-being
•    Mechanisms involved in the above mentioned impacts, including research in genetic and molecular 

biology that shed light on the role of nutrition in human health
•    Cultural, behavioural, anthropological, social, psychological, economic and toxicological aspects of 

human nutrition

Research work can deal either with fundamental research that contributes to nutrition, clinical nutrition or
applied public health policy and programs.
Individuals and teams, to be represented by an individual,must be currently active in research, be expected to conti-
nue a career of active nutrition research and be a leader in their field of activity.
Their primary employer must be a not-for-profit institution at the time of the award.Their work, related to
the concept, must be published in the public domain.

The prize committee responsible for the 2009 selection process is chaired by 
Günther WOLFRAM, MD (Technical University of Munich - Germany) and comprises:

• Carlo AGOSTONI, MD (San Paolo Hospital, Italy)
• Stephanie ATKINSON, PhD (McMaster University, Canada)
• Tanju BESLER, PhD (Hacettepe University,Turkey)
• Joëlle FINIDORI, PhD (Fondation pour la Recherche Médicale, France)
• Noel SOLOMONS, MD (CESSIAM, Guatemala)
•  Virginia STALLINGS, MD (Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, USA)
• Kraisid TONTISIRIN, MD, PhD (Mahidol University,Thaïland)

THE 2009 DANONE INTERNATIONAL PRIZE FOR NUTRITION
WILL BE AWARDED IN BANGKOK (THAÏLAND) 

ON OCTOBER 6TH 2009, IN CONJUNCTION WITH
THE 19TH INTERNATIONAL NUTRITION CONGRESS
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