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If anything characterizes our efforts to understand and control vitamin A deficiency over the past quarter century, it is the way in which new information has rapidly led to policy-relevant recommendations.  This was no accident.


Beginning with a groundbreaking international conference in Jakarta in 1974, scientists have been dedicated to improving the human condition, not just expanding our fund of knowledge; and funders and policymakers (particularly the late Drs. Martin Foreman of USAID and Edward DeMaeyer of WHO) worked to create an institution, the International Vitamin A Consultative Group (IVACG), as a forum for exchanging ideas and driving the global agenda.  This was particularly crucial for confirming and accommodating “paradigm shifts,” such as our discovery that vitamin A status affects children’s health and survival at least as much as it does their sight.


The first IVACG meeting attracted fewer than 30 participants.  At the meeting this past February in Hanoi, over 500 participants tackled important issues, including the discouraging realization that vegetable sources of beta carotene could never, by themselves, correct deficiency in young third world children.


The scientific agenda remains robust and challenging: better methods for identifying deficient populations; the degree to which vitamin A deficiency determines maternal mortality; the optimal combination of micronutrients for use in supplements and fortificants; and the contributions that genetically modified crops might bring to controlling the problem..


I am honored to receive the Danone International Nutrition Prize on behalf of our team at Johns Hopkins, our close collaborators in the many countries in which we have worked, and all our colleagues engaged in this important and urgent global agenda.
